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Z \ JT HATEVER thy fituation 


in life may be, there 1s 
but one refuge for thy ſoul—one 


| ſacrifice for thy ſins one advo- 


cate with thy God, JesUus CHRIST 
THE RIGHTEOUS, 


We. 
jp 
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By men of pleaſure he is de- 


| ſpiſed and rejected, to the Jew a 
© ſtone of offence, to the Gentile an 
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object of ridicule; but to them 

Who are called, CAHRISsTC, the 

power of God, and the wiſdom of 
8 Gon 


2 
17 
Gop—to them he is made righ- 
teouſneſs, ſanctification, and re- 
demption. | 
In Hu there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, circumciſion nor uncir- 
cumciſion, Barbarian, Scythian, 
bond nor free, but 
CHRISTFHS. ALL. 


That, in peruſing the following 
invaluable little Tract, He may 
become better known, more ad- 


mired, and more beloved by thee, 


is the moſt ſincere and ardent 


prayer of 


The Erro. 


1 
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CHRIST 18 ALL. 


TN the Loxp ſhall all th the ſeed of 
 @ Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhall glory, 
I,. xlv. 24, 25. It is only the dying 
of that jusT ONE for us who are 
unjuſt, that can bring us to God, 
1 Pet. iii. 18. He who knew no 


\  f£n,-was made fin for us, that we, 


who were nothing but ſin, might be 

made the righteouſneſs of God in 

Him, 2 Cor. v. 21. 

__ CuRIsT is the Father's fulneſs | 

of grace and glory. HE muſt have 
| A 3 the 
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the pre-eminence. . HE alone is 


wor thy, who is to build the ſpiritual 
temple, of the Lord, and: to bear 


the glory. Every velſel of this 5 


temple, from the cups to the flagons, 


muſt all be hung upon CurisT, 


HE, by his Father's appointment, is 
the foundation ſtone, corner- 5 
top- ſtone. 

Reader! Doſt thou pro fel the 
name of Chriſt > and * of his 
ordinances? Luke i. Thou doeſt 
well. They . priv ileges. 


But if thou haſt not the blood of 


CHRIST, 1 Jobn i. J. 1 Cor. ii. 11. 
at the root of thy profeſſion, it will 
wither, and prove unprofitable. 


Many 
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Many are toſſed to- and fog 
ready to be carried away with 
every wind of doctrine, by the 
ſleights of men, and cunning craf- 
tineſs, whereby they lay in wait to 
deceive, Eph. iv. 14. There are many 
foundations to build upon that are 
falſe, upon which much labour is 
ſpent in vain ; ſome arenot ſpeaking 
the truth in love; neither are they 
growing up into him in all things, 
who is the head, even CunisT, 
Eph. iv. 15. There cannot be 2 
growing in CHRIST, without an 
union with him. Without that 
union, all that we do is accurſed, 
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If thou retain guilt and ſelf-righ- 
teouſneſs under thy profeſſion, thoſe 
vipers will eat out all the vitals of it. 
Try, and examine with the greateſt 
ſtrictneſs every day, what foundati- 
on thy profeſſion and the hope of thy 
glory are built upon, 1 Cor. iii. 11 
whether it were laid by the hand of 
CHRIST; if not, it will never be 
able to endure the ſtorm which muſt 
come againſt it. Satan will throw 
it all down, and great will be the 
Fall thereof, Matt. vii. 27. 

Conſider, the greateſt ſins may be 
hid under the greateſt duties and the 
greateſt terrors. See that the wound 
which ſin hath made in thy ſoul be 


perfectly 
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5 perfectly cured by the blood of 
CHRIST; not ſkinned over with 
duties, tears, enlargements, Sc. 
Apply what thou wilt beſides the 
blood of CHRIST, it will poiſon the 
fore, Thou wilt find that fin was 
never mortified truly, if thou haſt not 
ſeen CHRIST bleeding for thee upon 
the croſs, Nothing can kill it, but a 
ſight of CuRIsT's righteouſneſs, 
Nature can afford no balſam fit 
for ſoul-cure. Healing from duty, 
and not from CHRIST, is the moſt 
deſperate diſeaſe. Poor ragged na- 
ture, with all its higheſt improve- 
ments, can never ſpin a garment fine 
enough (without ſpot) to cover the 
ſoul's 


1 10 
ſoul's nakedneſs. Nothing can do it 
but CHRIS T's perfect righteouſneſs. 

Whatſoever is of nature's ſpinning 
muſt be all unravelled, before the 
righteouſneſs of CHRIST can be put 
on. Whatſoever is of nature's 
putting on Satan will come and 
plunder, and leave the ſoul naked 
and open to the wrath of Gon. 
All that nature can do, can never 
make up the leaſt dram of grace, 
mortify ſin, or look CHRIST in ihe 
face. Thou mayeſt hear, pray, 1e- 
ceive the ſacrament, and yet be mi- 
ſerable, unleſs thou ſceſt CHRIS, 
ſuperior to all other exceilency and 


right: ouſneſs in the world, and all 
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theſe falling before the majeſty of his 
love and grace, Ja. ii. 17. 

If thou haſt ſeen CHRIST truly, 
thou haſt ſeen pure grace, pure 
righteouſneſs in him every way in- 
finite, far exceeding all ſin and 
miſery. If thou haſt ſeen CHRIST, 
thou will trample upon all the righ- 
teouſneſs of men and angels, as to 
thine acceptation with Gop. If 
thou haſt ſeen CHRIST, thou would(t 
not do a duty without him for ten 


thouſand worlds, 1 Cor. ii. 2. If ever 


thou haſt ſeen CHRIST, thou halt 
ſeen Him a rock higher than ſelf- 
righteouſneſs, Satan, and fin, P/el. 
Ixi. 2. and this rock doth follow 

| thee, 


1 

thee, 1 Cor. x. 4. and there will be 
a continual dropping of honey and 
grace out of that rock to ſatisfy thee, 
Pſal, lxxxi. 16. Examine, if ever 
thou haſt beheld CHRIST, as the 
only begotten of the FATHER, full 
of grace and truth, J i. 14, 16, 
17. Come to CurIsT, and give 
all diligence to make thy calling 
ſure, 2 Pet. i. 10. Stand upon the 
rock of ages. 

Men talk much of believing whil& 
whole. and ſound; tew do it—— 


| Cur15T is the myſtery of the ſcrip- 


ture; grace the myſtery of CHRIST. 
Believing is the moſt wonderful thing 
in the world. Put any thing of 


thine 


N 


(05 7” 
thine own to it, and thou ſpoileſt it, 
CHRIST will not eſteem it beliew- | 
ing, When thou believeſt and 
comeſt to CHRIST, thou muſt leave 
behind thee thine own righteouſneſs, 
(O, that is hard!) all thy holineſs, 
{anRification, duties, tears, humb- 
lings, Cc. and bring nothing but 
thy fins, thy wants and miſeries, 
elſe CHRIST is not fit for thee, nor 
thou for CHRIST. CHRIST will 
be a perfect redeemer and mediator, 
and thou muſt be an undone finner, 
or CHRIsT and thou will never 
agree. It is the hardeſt thing in 
the world to take CuRIST alone for 
righ- 


C44) 


righteouſneſs : that is to acknow-. 


ledge him Cu RIST. 


Whatever comes in, whon thou 
goeſt to Gop for acceptance, beſides 


CHRIST, call it anti-Chriſt; bid it 
be gone; make only CHRIS T's 
righteouſneſs triumphant, All 
beſides that is Babylon, which muſt 
fall, if CyrisT ſtand, and thou 
ſhalt rejoice in the day of the fall 
thereof. CHRIST alone did tread the 
wine-preſs, and there was none with 
him, Ia. xiii. 3. If thou join any 
to CHRIST, CHRIST will trample 
upon it in fury and anger and ſtain 


his raiment with the blood thereof. 


Was 


* 
oy 


b 5 
5 Thou thinkeſt it eaſy to believe 
wee thy faith ever tried with an 

= hour of temptation, and a thorough 
; * ſight of fin? Was it ever put to re- 
* ſilt Satan and to feel the wrath of 

© Gop lying upon thy conſcience ? 
When thou wert apprehenſive of 
3 hell and the grave, then did Gop 
4 ſhew thee CHRIST a ranſom, a 
Z righteouſneſs, &c ? Then couldſt 
thou ſay, oh! T ſee grace enough in 
* CHRIST ? If fo, thou mayeſt ſay 
of that which is the greateſt word in 
the world, I believe. Untried faith 
= is uncertain faith. 


To believing, there muſt go a clear 
1 
ay con- 
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world. All the power in nature 


cannot get ſo high, in a ſtorm of fin © 
and guilt, as really to believe there 


is any grace, any willingneſs in 
CHRIST to ſave, WhenSatan charg- 
eth fin upon the conſcience, then 
for the ſoul to charge it upon CHRIST 
is goſpel-like; that is to make him 
CHRIST. He ſerves for that uſe, 
To accept CHRIS T's righteouſneſs 
alone, his blood alone for ſalvation, 


18 


conviction of fin and the merits of the 3 
blood of CHRIST, and of CHRIST 'sC 
willingneſs to ſave a man, con- 
ſidered meerly as a ſinner. RK 
thing more difficult than to make a 
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; is the ſum of the goſpel. When 
the ſoul, in all duties and diſtreſſes, 


can ſay, Nothing but CHRIST, 
© CHRIST alone for righteouſneſs, 
« juſtification, ſanctification, re- 
« demption, 1 Cor. i. 30. not humb- 
© lings, not duties, not graces, Sc.“ 
then the ſoul is got above ihe reach 
of the billows. TIS 
All temptations, Satan's ad- 
vantages, and our complainings 
are laid in ſelf-righteouſneſs and 
felf-excellency. GOD purſueth the/ſ? 
by many ways, as Labau puriued 
after Jacob for his images. Theſe 
muſt be torn from thee, be as 
unwilling as thow wilt, With 


B theſe 
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theſe CHRIST will not dwell : and #8 
till CurIsr come in guilt will“ 
. abide. Where guilt is, there is Curl 


hardneſs of heart. Therefore much of gre 
guilt argues little, if any thing of kd 


CHRIST. 


When guilt is raiſed up, take bed 4 
of getting it allayed any way but dy! 1 
 Cur15T's blood; all other ways | 
tend to harden the conſcience. Make 5 
CHPIsST thy peace, Epb. ii. 14. not 5 


thy duties, thy tears, Sc. Thou 


mayſt oppoſe CHRIS T by duties 
as well as by ſins. Look at CHRIST, 
and do as much as tliou wilt. Stand 
with all thy weight upon CHRIS T's 
righteouſnels, Take heed of having 
one 


8 
pc 


. 
ST LISTS 


4 Page 
NO 
TIEN 

. "= 5 


, 2 
. * LE 4 E FL 8 4 
to OAT ade” 
. . 


* 3 


( 0 
one foot on thine own rightebuſ- 
meſs, another on CnRIST's. Till 
18 2 HRIST come and ſit upon a throne 
þ f grace in the conſcience, there is 


1 nothing but guilt, terrors, ſecret ſuſ- 
picions, the ſoul hanging between 

hope and fear, which is not an 

5 evangelic tate, 

4 W hofoever is afraid to fee ſin's 

4 utmoſt. vileneſs, and to confels the 
- deſperate wickedneſs of his own heart 
! ſuſpects the merits of CRRISTZ. 
However ſo great a ſinner thou 


i 
* 
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art, 1 Joby ii. 1. make CHRIST 
thine advocate, and thou wilt 
find him Jesus CHRIST THE 


9 
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RIGHTEOUS. In all doubtings, 
B 2 fears, 
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not argue it with Satan, he deſires no 
better; bid him go to CHRIST, ana 


| 20 2 | 
fears, ſtorms of conkeiencey look at 3 ority. 


CHRIST only and continually : do 3 it, Matt 


ture the 


he will anſwer him. It is his office . 
to be our advocate, 1 % ii. 1.4 . 
to anſwer the law as our ſurety, Heb, | ; 
Vii. 22, and juſtice, as our media- | 1 
tor, Gal. iii. 20. 1 Tim. ii. 5. e is Y 
ſworn to that office, Heb. vii. 20, 21. 
Put CHRIST upon it, If thou wilt f bolien 
do any thing thy ſelf, as ſatisfaction 
for fin, thou renounceſt CHRIST 
the righteous, who was made fin for 

thee, 2 Cor. v. 21. 
Satan may quote, and corrupt, 
but he cannot anſwer ſcripture, It 
18 


* 
8 : 


is ChRIs T's word of mighty au- 
Norty. ChRIs er foiled Satan with 
wt Matt. iv. 10. In all the ſcrip- 
ture there is not one hard word 
Peant a poor ſinner, ſtript of ſelf- 


55 


8 righteouſneſs, Nay it plainly points 
him out to be the ſubje& of the 
grace of the goſpel, and none elſe. 
Believe but CHRIS T's willingneſs, 
and that will make thee willing. 
. If thou findeſt that thou canſt not 
i believe, remember it is CHRIST'S 
. work to make thee believe. He 
works to will and do of his good 
dleaſure Phil. ii. 13. By grace, 
4 thou art ſaved through faith, and 
bs chat not of yourſelf, it is the gift 
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of Gov. Plead with him for that 
gift, Epb. ij. 8. 


to it, Mourn for thine unbelief 


common and unſatisfying thing. 


Thou complaineſt much of 9. * 


ſelf; doth thy fin make thee look more | 


at CHRIST, leſs at thy ſelf ? that is . 
right; otherwiſe complaining is but 


hypocriſy. To be looking at duties, 
graces, enlargements, when thou 
mouldſt be looking at CHRIST, is 
ſelt-rightequs and pitiful. Looking 


at 


CHRIST is the 5 
author and finiſher of faith, put hint 


Z at tl 


ing 
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ERS, 


which is ſetting up guilt in the 'Th 
conſcience above CHRIST, under- 
valuing the merits of CHRIST, ac- | 


counting his blood an unkoly, a 
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at them will make thee proud: looks. 
ing at CERIST'S grace will make 
thee humble. In all thy temptations 
be not diſcouraged, James i. 2. 
Thoſe ſurges may be, not to drown 
thee, but to heave thee off from thy 
ſelf on the rock CHRIST. 
Thou mayeſt be brought low, even 
to the brink of deſtruction, ready to 
fall. Thou canſt not be brought 
lower than the belly of hell, Jonah 
ii, 2. Many ſaints have been there. 
Yet, there thou mayeſt cry, from 
thence thou mayelt look again to- 
wards the holy temple, Jonah ii. 4. 
Into that temple which was built 
with hands none :aight enter but 


B 4 purified 


n 
purified ones, and with an offering 
too, Acts xxi. 26. But now CHRIST 
is our temple, ſacrifice, altar, high 
prieſt, to whom none muſt come but 

ſinners, and that without any offer- 
ing but his own blood once offered, 

Heb. vii. 27. 

Remember all the patterns of grace 
that are in heaven. Thou thinkeſt, 
« Oh! what a monument of grace 
*« ſhould I be!” There are many 
' thouſands as rich monuments as 
thou canſt be. No guilt ever ex- 
ceeded the merit of Chriſt's blood, 
no fin could ever conquer the invin— 
cible power of his erace—Do not 
deſpair. Hope ſtill. When the 
| clouds 
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clouds are blackeſt, even then look 


towards CHRIST, the ſtanding pil- 
lar of the FATHER'S love and grace, 
ſet up in heaven for all ſinners to 
gaze upon continually, Whatſoe- 
ver Satan or conſcience ſay, do not 
conclude againſt thy felt, CHRIST 
will have the laſt word. He1s judge 
of quick and dead, and muſt pro- 
nounce the final ſentence. His blood 
ſpeaks reconciliation, Col. i 20. 
cleanſing, 1 Joby 1. 7. purcaale, Ads 
xx. 28, redemption, 1 Pet. i. 18, 
19. purging, Heb. ix. 13, 14. remiſ- 
ſion, wv. 22. liberty, Heb. x. 19. juſ- 
tification, Rom. v. 9. nearneſs to 
Gop, Epb. ii. 13. Stand and hearken 
what 


869. 
what Gop will ſay, for he will 
ſpeak peace to his people, that they 
return no more to folly, P/al. Ixxxv. 
8. He ſpeaks grace, mercy, and 
peace, 2 Tim. i. 2. That is the 
language of the FATHER and of 


CHRIST. Wait for CURIST's ap- 


pearing, as the morning-ſtar, Rev. 


xxii. 16. He (hall come as certainly 


as the morning, as refreſhing as the 
rain, Hof. vi. 3. 

The ſun may as well be hindered 
from riſing, as CHRIST the ſun of 
righteouſneſs, Mal. iv. 2. Look 
not a moment off CHRIST. Look 
not upon ſin, but look upon CHRIST 
fiſt, When thou mourneſt for lin, 
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if thou doft not fee: CHRIS T then; 
away with it, Zech. vii. 10. In every 
duty look at CHRIST; before duty, 
to pardon; in duty, to aſſiſt; after 
duty, to accept. Without this, it is 
but carnal careleſs duty. Do not 
legalize the goſpel, as if part re- 
mained for thee to do and ſuffer, and 
CHRIST were but a half mediator 
as if thou muſt bear part of thine 
own ſin, and make ſome ſatisfaction. 


Let fin break thy heart, but not thy 
hope in the goſpel. | 


Look more at juſtification than 
ſanctification. In the higheſt com- 
mands conſider Cikisr, not as an 
exacter, to require, but as a debtor, 


an 
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an undertaker, to:work; If thou haſt 
looked at thy reſolutions, endea- 


vours, workings, duties, qualifica- 
tions, Sc. more than at the merits 
of CHRIST, it will coſt thee dear. 


No wonder thou goeſt complaining | 


graces: may be-cvidences, the merits 
of CHRIST alone without them mult 
be the foundation of thy hope. 
CHRIST only can be the hope of 
glory, Col. 1. 27, | 
When we come to God, we uſt 
bring nothing but CHRIST with us. 
Any ingredients, or any previous 
qualifications of our own will poiſon 
and corrupt fait He that builds 
vpon duties, graces, &c. knows not 
the 
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the merits of CHRIST. This makes 
believing ſo hard, ſo far above na- 
ture: if thou beheveſt, thou muſt 


every day renounce (as dung and 
droſs, Phil. iii. 7, 8.) thy privileges, 
thine obedience, thy baptiſm, thy. 


ſanctification, thy duties, thy graces, 
thy tears, thy meltings, thy hum- 
blings, and nothing but CHRIST 


mutt be held up. Every day thy 


workings, thy ſelf-ſufficiency muſt 
' be deſtroyed. Thou muſtreceive all 


at Gop's hand. CHRIS 1s the gift 
of Gop, John iv. 10. and 111, 16. 
Faith is the gift of Gon, Eph. ii. 8. 


Pardon is à free gift, Rom. v. 16. 


Ah! how nature ſtorms, frets, rages 


at 
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6300 | 
at this; that all is gift, and it can 
purchaſe. nothing with its works, 


and tears, and daties, that all works 


are excluded and of no value in the 
juſtification of the ſoul, Rom. iv. 5. 
If nature had been to contrive the 


way of ſalvation, it would: rather 
have put it into the hands of ſaints 
and angels to ſell it, than into the 


hands of CHRIST who gives freely, 
whom therefore it ſuſpects. Nature 
would ſet up a way to purchaſe by 
doing; therefore it abominates the 
merits of CHRIST, as the moſt de- 
ſtructive thing to it. Nature would 


do any thing to be faved, rather 


than go to CHRIST, or cloſe with 
W CHRIST, 
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6 
CHRIST, and owe all to him. 
CHRIST will have nothing, but the 


ſoul would thruſt ſomewhat of its 


own upon CHRIST, Here is the great 
controverſy. Confider—didft thou 
ever yet ſee the merits of CHRIST, 
and the infinite ſatisfaction made by 
his death? didſt thou ſee this when 
the burthen of ſin and the wrath of 
Gop lay heavy on thy conſcience ? 
that is grace! the greatneſs of 
CHRIST'S merits is not known but 
to a poor ſoul in deep diſtreſs, Slight 
convictions will have but a flight 
low eſteem of CHRIS T's blood and 
merits, | 
; Deſpairing ſinner ! thou lookeſt 
| On 


1 | 
on thy right hand and on thy left, 
ſaying, who will hew me any good ? 
thou art tumbling over all thy duties 


and profeſſions to patch up a righ- 
teouſneſs to ſave thee. Look at 
CHRIST now; look to him and be 
ſaved, all the ends of the earth, 1/2. 
xlv. 22. There is none elle, Hz 
is a Saviour, and there is none be— 
fides him, v. 21. Look any where 
elſe, and thou art undone, G0 


will look at nothing but CRRIS T; 


and thou muſt look at nothing elſe. 
CHRIST 1s lifted up on high, as the 
brazen ſerpent in the wildernets, 


that ſinners at the ends of the earth 
the greateſt diſtance may fee him, 
| | and 
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and live, John iii. 14, 15. The 
leaſt fight of him will be ſaving, the 
leaſt touch healing to thee. And 
Gop intends. thou ſhouldſt look on 
him; for he hath ſet him upon a 
high throne of glory, in the open 
view of all poor ſinners. Thou hat 
infinite reaſon to look on him, no 
reaſon at all to look off him. He is 
meek and lowly of heart, Matt. xi. 
29. He will do that himſelf which 
he requires of his creature, wiz. bear 
with infirmities, Rom. xv. 1, No 
* pleaſing himſelf; no ſtanding vpon 
points of law, v. 2. He will reſtore 
with the ſpirit of meekneſs, Gal. vi. 1. 
and bear thy burdens, . . He will 
forgive; not only till ſeven times, 
C | but 


E 
but ſeventy times ſeyen, Matt. xvili. 
21, 22. It put the faith of the apo- 
ſtle to it to believe this, Luke xvi, 
4, 5. Becauſe we are hard to for- 
give, we think CHRIST is ſo. 

We apprehend fin too great to be 
pardoned We think CHRIST doth 
ſo, and meaſure infinite love with our 
line, infinite merits with our ſins, 
which 1s the greateſt pride and blaſ- 
phemy, Eſal. ciii. 1x, 12. Ja. xl. 15. 
Hear what he ſaith, I have found a 
“ ranſom, Job xxxili. 24. In him 
J am well pleaſed, Matth. iii. 
«& 1.“ Go will have nothing 
elſe. Nothing elſe will do thee 
good, or ſatisfy conſcience, but 
CHRIST, Who ſatisfied the Father. 

CGep 
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Gov' doth all upon the account of 
CHRIST: Thy deſerts are rejection, 
wrath, hell. CHRIST 's: delerts are 
acceptance, pardon, life. He will 
not only ſhew thee the one, but he 
will ' give thee the other. It is 
CHRIST'S'own glory and happineſs 

to pardon.” | 
Confider—whilt Cuxfsr was 
upon the earth, he was more among 
publicans and ſinners than Scribes 
and Phariſces, his profelſed ad- 
verfaries, for they were righteous 
ones. It is not as thou imagineſt, 
that his ſtate in glory makes him 
neglectful, ſcornful to poor ſinners. 
No, He hath the ſame heart now in 
heaven. He is GoD and changeth 
C2 not 


4 0 
not. He is the LAMB of GOD that 
taketh away the fins of the world, 


John i. 29. He went through all 
thy temptations, dejeCtions, ſorrows, 
deſertions, rejections, Matth. iv. 3 
to 12, and 26, Mark xv. 34. Luke 
xxii. 44. Matth. xxvi. 38. He 
hath drunk the bittereſt of the cup, 
and left thee the ſweet : the condem- 
nation is out, CHRIST drunk up 


all the .FAaTHER'S wrath at one 


draught; and nothing but ſalvation 
is left for thee. . Thou ſayeſt I can- 
not believe, I cannot repent, CHRIST 
is exalted a PRINCE and a SAVIOUR 
to give repentance and remiſſion of 
ſins, Acts v. 31. haſt thou nothing 
but fin and miſery? Go to CHRIST 

| with 


„ 
with all thy impenitency and unbe- 
lief, to get faith and repentance 
from him; that is glorious. Tell 
CurisT, © Loxp, I have brought 
ce no righteouſneſs, no grace to be 
e accepted in or juſtified by; I am 
& come for thine, and muſt have it.“ 
We would be bringing to CHRIST, 
and that muſt not be, Not a penny 
of nature's higheſt improvements 
will paſs in heaven. Grace will not 
ſtand with works, Tit. iii. 5. Rom. 
xi. 6. That is a terrible point to 
nature, which cannot think of being 
ſtripped of all, not having a rag of 
duty or righteouſneſs left to look at. 
. Self. righteouſneſs and ſelf - ſuffi⸗ 
ciency are the darlings of nature, 


"© © which 


ö 
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which ſhe preſerves as her life. That 


makes Curls r ſeem ugly to nature. 


Nature cannot deſire him. He is 
Jjoft oppoſite to all nature's glorious 
Intereſts. _ Let nature but make a 
goſpel, . and it would make it quite 
contrary to CHRIST. It would be 
to the juſt, the innocent, the holy, 


Sc. Cunls r makes the goſpel for 


thee, that 1s, for needy ſinners, the 
ungodly, the unrighteous, the ac- 

curſed, 55 
Nature eannot endure to think the 
goſpel is only for ſinners: it will 
rather chuſe to deſpair, than to go to 
Cuxis r upon ſuch terms. When 
nature is put to it by guilt or wrath, 
it will go to its old haunts of ſelf. 
ri ;ghtcouſnels, 


(39) 
righteouſneſs, ſelf-coodnels, Er. 
An infinite power muſt caſt down 
thoſe Rrong-holds. None but the 
ſelf- juſticiar) gands excluded by the 
goſpel. CuRI1ST will look at the 


ment, I am 4 inner, is eaſy. But 
to pray with the publican indeed, 
'LorD be merciful unto me © inner, 
js the hardeſt prayer in the world. 
It is eaſy to ſay. believe in CHRIS Te 
But to fee CurisT full of grace 
and truth, of aoboſe fulueſs thou 
mapyeſt receive grace for grace; chat is 

C4 favinge 
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ſaving. It is eaſy to profeſs CHRIST 
with the mouth. But, to confeſs 
him with the heart, as Peter did, 10 
be the CHRIST, the SON of the liv- 
ing Gop, the alone Mediator that 
18 above fleſh and blood, Many call 
CHRIST Saviour; few know him 
to be ſo, To ſee grace and ſalvation 
in CukIs r, is the greateſt fight in 
the world. Sights will cauſe ap- 
- plications. Men may be aſhamed to 
think, in the midſt of fo much pro- 
feſſion, they have known ſo little of 
the blood of CHRIST, which is the 
main thing of the goſpel. A Chriſt- 
leſs formal profeſſion is the blackeſt 


light, next to hell. Thou mayeſt 


have many good things ; and yet one 
5 | thing 
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( 42 
thing may be wanting, that may 
make thee go away ſorrowful from 
CHyrIsT. Thou haſt never ſold all 
that thou haſt, never parted with all 
thine own righteouſneſs, c. Thou 
mayeſt be high in duty, and yet a per- 
fect enemy and adverſary to CHRIST 
in every prayer, in every ordinance. 

Labour after ſanctification to thy 
utmoſt ; but make not a CHRIST of 
it to ſave thee: if ſo, it mutt come down 
one way or other. CHRIST's obe- 
dience and ſufferings, not thy ſancti- 
fication, mult be thy juſtification be- 
fore Go. For if the LoRD ſhould 
appear terrible out of his holy place, 
fire would conſume it as hay and 
ſtubble. This is religion, „ to build 

| ALI, 
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ALL upon the everlaſting moun - 


tains of God's love and grace 1 


CHRIST, to look continually at] : 


CHRIST'S infinite righteouſneſs 
and merits, to ſee the full guilt and 


defilement of fin pardoned and 


waſhedaway; in theſeviews to pray, 
hear, Cc. knowing thy polluted 


SELF and all thy weak perfor- 


mances accepted continually ; in 
theſe views' to trample upon all 
felf-righteouſneſs, and be found 
continually in the righteouſneſs 
of Cnr1sT only, Phil. iii, 9. 


that CHRIST alone, as Media- 


tor, may be exalted in his throne, 
mourning over all thy duties 
which thou haſt not performed 


60 in 
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e in the fight and ſenſe of CHRIST 
« love.” Without the blood of 
Cuxls r on the. conſcience. all is 
dead ſervice, Heb. ix. 14. 
Free will, or a moral ele of 
| believing i in, turning unto, and call- 
ing upon God in CHRIS, the 
ſcriptures, the articles of the church 
of England, and the experience of 
chriſtian men declare the natural 
man hath not. His refuge is free 
grace. Jobn ch. vi. 1 Cor. ch. ii. 
Rom. viii. 7. Com. Prayer, Art. x. 
12, 13.— The idea of it will ſoon 
be deſtroyed in his heart who 
hath had any ſpiritual dealing with 
JesVs.CuR iST, as to the application 


of his merits, and ſyþjeRiongo his 
f | righ= 
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righteouſneſs Cuts T is every way 
too magnificent a perſon for poor 
nature to 'apprehend.—CuR1ST is 
ſo infinitely holy, nature durſt not 
look at him; ſo infinitely good, na- 
ture can never believe him when i it 
lies under full ſights of fin. CrrIsT 
is too high and glorious for nature 
ſo much as to touch. There mult 
be a divine nature firſt put into 
the ſoul, to make it lay hold on him 
who lies ſo infinitely beyond its 
fight. 

That Curi1sT which the natural 
man can apprehend, is buta CHRIST 
of his 'own making, not the Fa- 
THER'S CHRIST, not JESUS the SON 
of the living Gov, to whom none 
can 


(486) 
can come without the FaTHER's 
drawing, John vi. 44, 45. 

Search the ſcriptures daily, as 


mines of gold, wherein the heart of 


CHRIST is laid, John v. 30. Watch 
againſt conſtitutional fins, P/al. lix. 
5. ſee them in their vileneſs, and 
they ſhall never break out into act. 
Keep always an humble, empty, bro- 
ken frame of heart, ſenſible of any 
ſpiritual miſcarriage, obſervant of all 
-nward workings, fit for the higheſt 
communications. Keep not guilt 
in the conſcience, but apply the 
blood of CHRIST immediately. 
Soy chargeth ſin and guilt upon 
thee, to make thee look to CHRIST, 
the brazen ſerpent. 


Judge 
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Jodge not Cuxisr's love by provi- 
dences, but by promiſes, P/al. hexiii, 


Heb. xii. 1. Ecelgt ix. Bleſs Go 


for ſhaking off falfe foundations, and 


for any way whereby he keeps the 
foul awakened and looking after 
CHRIST. Better is ſickneſs and temp- 


tation, than ſecurity and llichtnels. 
A flighting-ſpirit will turn a pro- 


fane ſpirit, and will ſin and pray 
too. —Slightneſs ! is the bane of pro- 

feſſion. If it he not rooted out of the 
heart, by conſtant and ſerious deal- 
ings with and beholdings of CHRIST 
in duties, it will grow more ſtrons 
and more deadly by being under 
ordinances.—Meafure not thy graces 
by others attainments, but by the 
| ſeripture. 
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| ſcripture. Be ſerious and exact in 
duty, having the weight of it upon 
thy heart; but be as much afraid of 
taking comfort from: duties as from 
ſms. Comfort from any hand but 
CHRIST is deadly. Be much in 
prayer, or you will never keep up 
much communion with Gop. As 
you are in cloſet-prayer, fo you will 
be in all other ordinances. 

Reckon not duties by high ex- 
preſſions, but by low frames, and 
views of CurisT. Tremble at 
duties and gifts. It was the ſaying 
of a great ſaint, he avas more afraid 
of his duties than his fins: the one 
often made him proud, the other al- 
ways made him humble, Treaſure 


up 


„ 
up manifeſtations of CHRIS T's love, 
they make the heart low for CHRIST, 
too high for ſin. Slight not the 
loweſt, meaneſt evidences of grace : 
Gob may put-thee to make uſe of 
the loweſt as thou thinkeſt; even 


that x John iii. 14. may be wor th a 


thouſand worlds' to thee. | 

Be true to truth: but not turbu- 
lent and ſcornful. Reſtore ſuch as 
are fallen ; help them up again with 
all the bowels of CRIST. Set 
the broken disjointed bones with the 

grace of the goſpel. 
High profeſlor, deſpiſe not weak 
ſaints. Thou mayeſt come to wiſh 
to be in the condition of the meaneſt 
of them. Be faithful to others infir- 
mities, 


| 
| 


( 49 ) 
mities, but ſenſible of thy own, 
Viſit fhck-beds and deſerted fouls 
much; they are excellent ſcholars 
in experience. 

Abide in your calling. Be duti- 
ful to all relations as ta the LORD. 
Be content with little of the world: 
little will ſerve. Think every little 
of the earth much, becauſe unworthy 
the leaſt. Think much of heaven; 
not little, becauſe CHRIST is ſo 
rich and free. Think every one 
better than thyſelf, and ever carry 
ſelf-loathing about thee, as one ſit 
to be trampled upon by all ſaints. 


See the vanity of the world, and 
the conſumption that is upen all 
things, and love nothing but 

D Cuxlsr 


up manifeſtations of CHRIST's love, 
they make the heart low for CHRIS, 
too high for ſin. Slight not the 
loweſt, meaneſt evidences of grace : 


GoD may put-thee to make uſe of | 


the loweſt as thou thinkeſt; even 
that 1 John iii. 14. may be worth a 
thouſand worlds' to thee. | 


Be true to truth: but not turbu- 


lent and ſcornful. Reſtore ſuch as 


are fallen; help them up again with 


all the bowels of CHRIST. Set 
the broken disjointed bones with the 
grace of the goſpel. | 

High profeſſor, deſpiſe not weak 
ſaints, Thou mayeſt come to wiſh 
to be in the condition of the meaneſt 
of them, Be faithful to others infir- 
; mities, 
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mities, but ſenſible of thy own. 
Viſit fck-beds and deferted ſouls 
much; they are excellent ſcholars 
in experience. 1 

Abide in your calling. Be duti- 
ful to all relations as ta the LORD. 
Be content with little of the world: 
little will ſerve. Think every little 
of the earth much, becauſe unworthy 
the leaſt, Think much of heaven; 
not little, becauſe CHRIST ts fo 
rich and free. Think every ane - 
better than thyſelf, and ever carry 
ſelf-loathing about thee, as one fit 
to be trampled upon by all ſaints. 
See the vanity of the world,. and 
the conſumption that is upon all 
things, and love nothing but 
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ChRIsT. Mourn to ſee ſo little of 
CHRIST in the world, ſo few need- 
ing him: trifles pleaſeth them bet- 
ter. To a ſecure ſoul CHRIST is 
but a fable, the ſcriptures but a ſtory, 
Mourn to think how. many under 
baptiſm and ordinances who are not 
under grace, looking much after du- 
ty and obedience, littleafter CHRIST, 
or grace. Prepare for the croſs ; 
welcome it; bear it triumphantly as 
CHRIST'S croſs, whether ſcoffs, 
mockings, jeers, contempt, impriſon- 
ments, c. But ſee it be CH RIST'S 
croſs, not thine own. | 


Sin will hinder from glorying in 
the croſs of CHRIST. Omitting little 
truths againſt light may burthen 
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conſcience, as well as commits 
the greateſt ſins againſt light. 
thou haſt been taken out of the 
ly of hell into CHRIS T's boſom, 
made to fit among princes in 
houſhold of Gob—Oh! ' how 
uldeſt thou live as a pattern of 

rcy ! 8 
Redeemed, reſtored ſoul, what in- 
te ſums doſt thou owe CHRIST ! 
ith what ſingular frames oughteſt 
u to walk and to do every duty! 
| Sabbaths, what praiſing days, 
ging of hallelujahs, ſhould they be 
thee ! What a heaven is commu- 
n with CHRIST, and angels, and 
nts. What a drowning the foul in 
rnal love, is a burial wth CHRIST, 
7 00'S dying 
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dying to all things beſides bim 


Every time thou thinkeſt of CHR35T, 


be aſtoniſned, and wonder: when 
thou ſeeſt fin, look at CRRIST's 


grace which did pardon it; when 
thau art proud, look at CARtsr's 


grace, that will humble and ſtrike 
thee down in the duſt. 
Remember ChRIST's time of 
love when thou wait naked, Exel. 
xvi. 8, 9. then he choſe thee. Canſt 


thou ever have a proud thonght—re- 


member whoſe arms ſupported thee 
from 6nking, and delivered thec 
from the loweſt hell, P/aL lxxxvi. 
13. and ſhout in the ears of angels 
and men, Fal. exlvili. and for ever 


ung © Praiſe, praiſc; grace, grace.“ 


Daily 


E 3 
Daily repent and pray; and walk 
in the ſights of grace, as one that 
hath the anointings of grace upon 
thee. Remember thy ſins, Cunlsr's 
pardonings ; thy deſerts, CuA1s T's 
merits; thy weakneſs, CHRIST'S 
ftrength; thy pride, Curist's 
humility ; thy many inſirmities, 
CHRIS T's reſtorings; thy guilt, 
CuR1sT's new applications of his 
blood; thy failings, CKRIST's af- 
ſiſtance; thy wants, C;iRIsT's ful- 
neſs ; thy temptations, CurIsT's 
tenderneſs; thy vileneſs, CHRIST'S 
righteouſneſs. | 

Bleſſed foul! whom ChRISTF ſhall 
find, not having on his own righte= 
duſneſs, Phil. iii. 9. but having his 
D 3 robes 
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robes waſhed and made white in the 
blood of the Lams, Rev. vii. 14. 

Woeful, miſerable profeſſor! who 
haſt not the goſpel within. Reſt 
not on the judgement of thy fellow 
creatures. Thou mayeſt be ap- 
plauded by them, and caſt away in 

CHRIST's day of trial. Thou 
mayeſt come to baptiſm, and never 
come to JESUS, and the blood of 

fprinkling, Heb. x11. 24. Whatever 
workings or attainments are ſhort of 

Cnkrsr's blood, merits, righteouſ- 

neſs (the main object of the goſpel) 

fall ſhort of the goſpel, and leave 


the ſoul in a condition of doubtings 


and queſtionings : and doubtings 
(if not looked into betimes) will 
| turn 
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turn to a lightneſs of ſpirit, one of 
the moſt dangerous frames. 

Trifle not with ordinances. Be 
much in meditation and. prayer. 
Be conſtant and diligent in hearing 
CuRITST's word. We have need of 
doctrine; reproof, exhortation, con- 
folation, as the tender herbs and 
the graſs hath of the rain, the 
dew, tlie {mall rain, and the ſhowers, 
Deut. xxxli. 2; Do all thou doeſt 
as ſoul-work unto CHRIST, Zech. 
Vii. 5, 6. as immediately dealing 
with CHRIST JESUS, as if he were 
looking. on thee, and thou on him, 
and fetch all thy ſtrength from him. 

Obſerve what holy motions you 
find in your ſoul to duties, . Prize 
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the leaſt good thought thou haſt of 
CHRIST, the leaſt good word thou 
ſpeakeſt of him fincerely from the 
heart. Rich mercy; O, bleſs Gop 
for it! Obſerve, if every day you 
have the Dar- sPRINS G from on 


bigh, with his morning dews of 
mouraihg for ſin, conſtantly viſiting 
thee, Luke i. 58, Have you the 


bright morning-ftar, with freſh in- 
fluences of grace and peace, con- 
ſtantly ar:ſing, Rev. xx1. 16. and 
Cuts fweetly greeting the ſoul in 
all duties? What ever duty makes 
not more {piritval, will make more 
carnalz-what doth not quicken and 
humble, will deaden and harden. 

Judas may have the ſop, the out- 
ward 
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ward privileges of baptiſm, and the 
fupper of the LoRD, Cc. but John 
teaned on CHRIST's boſom, John 
xiii. 23. That is the goſpel-ordin- 
ance poſture, in which we ſhould 
pray, and hear, and perform all du- 
ties. Nothing but lying in that 
boſom will diſſolce hardneſs of heart, 
and make thee to mourn kindly 
for ſin, and cure a careleſs ſpirit, 
that gangreen in profeſſion. That 
will humble indeed, and make the 
ſoul cordial to CHRIST, and tin vile 
to the ſoul, yea transform it into the 
glory of CHRIS T. Never think 
thon art right as thou ſhouldft be, a 
chriſtian of any attainment, until 
thou come to this, always to ſee and 
| feel 
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feel thyſelf lying in the boſom of 
CHRIST, who is in the boſom of 
his Father, Jon i. 18. Come and 
move the FATHER for near views 
ef CHRIST, and you will be fure to 
| ſpeed, You can come with no.re-= 
queſt that pleaſeth him better. He 
gave him out of his own boſom fot 
that very end, to be held up before 
the eyes of all ſinners, as the ever- 
laſting monument of his FAT HEE's 
love. | 

Looking at the natural ſun weak 
eneth the eye. The more you look 
at CluRIST the SUN OF 'RIGH- 


TEOWSNESS, the ſtronger and clea- 
rer will the-eye of faith be. Look 
but at Cuts T, you will love him, 


7 


and 


13 


and live on him. Think on him 


continually. Keep the eye conſtant- 
ly upon CHRIS T's blood, or every 


blaſt of temptation will ſhake, you- 
If you would ſee ſin's finfulneſs, to 


loath it and mourn, do not itand 
looking upon fin, but lodk upon 
CuRI1sT frit, as ſuffering and ſatis- 
fying. If you would ſee your graces, 
your ſanctincation, do not ſtand gaz- 
ing upon them, but look at CHRIS T's 
righteouſneſs in the firſt place, (ſte 


the SON, and you fee all) look at 


your-graces in the ſecond place. 
In believing; what you firſt look at, 
you expect ſtability from, and make 
the foundation of your hope. Go 
to CHRIST in ſight of thy fin and 
miſery, 


— 
—— 
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miſery, not of thy grace and holineſs. 
Have nothing to do with thy graces 


and ſanctificatien (they will but vail 


CHRIST) till thou haſt ſeen CRRIST 
firſt, He that looks upon CURIST 
through his own graces, is like one 


that ſees the ſun in water, which 


wavereth and moves as the water 
doth. Look upon Cu RTS T only as 
ſninning in the firmament of the 
Far HER 's love and grace, then you 
will ſee him in his own glory, 
which is unſpeakable. | 

Pride and unbelief will put you 
upon ſeeing ſomewhat. in yourſelf 
firſt; but faith will have to do with 
none but CHR1ST; who is inexpreſ- 


\ | thy 


fibly glotious, and muſt ſwallow up 


fe 


1 


| C4} 
thy ſanctification as well as thy ſm; 
for Gon made him both for us, and 
ave muſt make him hath, 1 Car. i. 
30. 2 Cor. v. 21. He that ſets up 
his ſanctificatlion to look at fer 
comfort, ſets up a great idol, 
which will but ſtrengthen his doubts 
and fears. Do but look off from 
CHRIST, and preſently (like Peter) 
you fink in doubts. _ 
A Cbriſtian never wants comfort, 
but by breaking the order and 
method of the goſpel, looking on his 
own, and looking off from CHRIS T's 
perfect righteouſneſs, which is to 
chuſe rather to hve by candle-light 
than by the light of the fan. The 
honey that you fuck from your own 
righteouſneſs 


669 
righteouſneſs will turn into perfect 
gall: and the light that you take 
from that to walk in will turn into 
black night upon the ſoul. Satan 
is tempting thee, by putting thee to 
plod about thy own grace, to get 
comfort from it. Then the Fa- 
THER comes and points thee to 
CHaRisT's grace, (as rich, glorious, 
and infinitely pleaſing to him) and 
biddeſt thee ſtudy CHRIS T's righte- 
ouſneſs. His biddings are enablings 
Fa bleſſed power a ſweet whiſper, 
checking thine unbelief. Follow 
the leaſt hint; eloſe with much prayer; 


prize it as an in valuable jewel; it 


is an earneſt of more to come. Again, 


and 


If you would pray, and cannot, 


1 
and ſo are diſcouraged, ſee CHRIST 
praying for you, uſing his intereſt 
with the FAT HER for you, John 
xiv. 16. and ch. xvii. If you be 
troubled, ſee CHRIST your peace, 
Eph. ii. 14. leaving you peace when 
he went up to heaven, again and 
again charging you not to be trou- 
bled, no not in the leaſt (ſinfully | 
troubled) ſo as to obſtruct thy com- 4 
fort or thy believing John xiv. 1, 27, | 


He is now upon the throne, having L 
{ſpoiled upon the croſs (in the loweſt j 
ſtate of his humiliation) all that | 
can hurt or annoy thee, He hath 
born all thy ſins, ſorrows, troubles, | 
temptaticns, Sc. and is gone to pre- q 


pare a manſion for thee, | 


* ” - — 


Thou 
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Thou wha haſt ſeen CHRIST all, 
and thyſelf abſolutely nothing, who 
makeſt CuhRISs T all thy life, and 
art dead to all righteouſneſs beſides, 
thou art the CHRISTIAN, one highly 
beloved, who hath found favour 
with G 0D, a favourite of heaven, 
Do CHRIST this one favour for all 
bis leve to thee, love his poor ſaints 
and people, (the meaneſt, the weak- 
eſt, notwithſtanding any difference 
in judgement) they are engraven on 
his heart, as the name. of the chil. 
dren of Ifraet on Aaron's - breaſt- 
plate, Exodſxx NL * et them 
be fo on thinz, Pray for the peace of 
Jeruſalem, they ſhall proſper that 
love thee, Pfal. exxii. 6. 
FINIS. 


